Pattern of injury in child fatalities resulting from child abuse.
According to the US Department of Health and Human Services, in 2005, an estimated 1460 children died of maltreatment. The purpose of this study is to further examine the pattern of bony injuries in child maltreatment fatalities, with an emphasis on the prevalence of antemortem fractures and the presence of associated perimortem fractures. The sample was 162 male and female children. The majority of the data were collected from the case files of the NC Child Fatality Prevention Team at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in Chapel Hill, North Carolina (n=152) spanning from 2000 to 2005. An additional 10 cases from 2001 to 2006 were included from the Charleston County Coroner's Office, Charleston, SC. Six age categories were used in this study: 0-3 months, 4-6 months, 7-9 months, 10-16 months, 17 months to 2 years, and 2-6 years. Lesions were documented and categorized into four general body loci: craniofacial, thoraco/abdominal, appendicular, and multiple. The peak age categories of death were 0-3 months (25%) and 2-6 years (19%), with 50% of deaths occurring in infants 9 months old or younger. The body locus most frequently affected was craniofacial.